
 

   Address: 2-A, Shahrah Aiwan-e-Sanat-o-Tijarat, G.O.R.-I, Lahore, Pakistan    Phone: 0325-0179777 

Email: commonsexamination@gmail.com   

  

CSS GK-3 (Pakistan Affairs)— 2021 Complete Solved Paper  

Q. No. 2. Enumerate the measures adopted by Pakistan to spotlight on the plight 

of Kashmiri people in the Indian occupied Jammu and Kashmir after 5th August 

2019.  

1. Introduction: Pakistan internationalized the post-5 August 2019 Kashmir crisis 

through diplomatic, political, legal and media channels  

• India’s unilateral actions of 5 August 2019 revoked the special constitutional status of 

Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK) through the abrogation of Article 

370 and changes concerning Article 35-A.  

• Pakistan responded by making Kashmir a central issue of its foreign policy and 

international diplomacy.  

• Pakistan’s strategy combined UN diplomacy, bilateral lobbying, parliamentary 

diplomacy, media exposure, human-rights advocacy and public mobilization.  

2. Pakistan immediately condemned India’s unilateral constitutional measures and 

declared them legally and politically unacceptable  

2.1 Pakistan rejected the alteration of Jammu and Kashmir’s disputed status  

• Pakistan maintained that India could not unilaterally alter the status of a 

territory whose final disposition remains disputed.  

• Pakistan consistently emphasized the relevance of UN Security Council 

resolutions and the right of Kashmiris to self-determination.  

2.2 Pakistan downgraded diplomatic relations and suspended bilateral trade  

• Pakistan downgraded diplomatic relations with India.  

• The Indian High Commissioner was asked to leave Pakistan.  

• Bilateral trade was suspended as part of the diplomatic response.  

3. Pakistan used the United Nations to transform Kashmir from a bilateral dispute 

into an international human-rights concern  

3.1 Pakistan repeatedly raised the issue at the UN General Assembly  

• Pakistani leadership highlighted: o  lockdowns  

o communications restrictions o 

arbitrary detentions o restrictions 

on political activity o human-rights 

violations o demographic changes.  

3.2 Pakistan secured repeated international discussion of Kashmir at the UN Security 

Council  
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Flowchart:  

5 August 2019 → Pakistan’s diplomatic campaign → UN Security Council consultations → 

international attention → continued pressure on India  

• The Security Council discussed Jammu and Kashmir in August 2019 and again in 

subsequent consultations.  

• This was significant because India preferred to frame Kashmir exclusively as a bilateral 

issue.  

4. Pakistan mobilized the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation to maintain international 

pressure on India  

• Pakistan repeatedly raised Kashmir in the OIC.  

• OIC statements and resolutions highlighted:  

o  Kashmiri right to self-determination o 

 human-rights violations o  demographic 

engineering o  restrictions on religious and 

political freedoms.  

5. Pakistan used diplomatic missions and international capitals to expose the humanitarian 

dimensions of the crisis  

5.1 Pakistani embassies and missions were directed to highlight Kashmir 

internationally  

• Pakistan used its diplomatic missions to brief:  

o foreign 

governments o 

 parliament

arians o 

 think 

tanks o 

 journalists 
o 

 internatio

nal organizations.  

5.2 Pakistan pursued parliamentary diplomacy to build international support • 

Parliamentary delegations and diplomatic engagements were used to brief foreign 

legislators about the situation in IIOJK.  

• Kashmir was consequently presented not merely as a territorial dispute but as a 

humanrights and self-determination issue.  

6. Pakistan used international human-rights institutions to document alleged violations in  
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IIOJK  

 •  Pakistan repeatedly highlighted reports concerning:  

o enforced disappearances o 

 arbitrary detention  

o excessive use of force o 

 restrictions on freedom of 

expression o  restrictions on 

political activity.  

•  Pakistan invoked reports by international human-rights organizations and UN mechanisms 

to strengthen its diplomatic narrative.  

Useful analytical line:  

Human-rights documentation → international awareness → diplomatic pressure → greater 

scrutiny of Indian policies  

7. Pakistan used international media and digital diplomacy to amplify the Kashmiri 

narrative  

7.1 Pakistan highlighted the communications blackout and restrictions imposed after  

August 2019  

• Pakistan repeatedly drew international attention to restrictions on:  

o internet 

access o 

 mobile 

communications 

o  journalism 

o  political 

activity.  

7.2 Pakistan used social media as an instrument of diplomatic communication • 

Official diplomatic accounts, political leadership and Pakistani missions used 

digital platforms to circulate information about Kashmir.  

• Digital diplomacy allowed Pakistan to bypass traditional media gatekeepers 

and directly reach international audiences.  

8. Pakistan observed Kashmir solidarity initiatives to keep the issue alive domestically and 

internationally  

• Kashmir Hour was observed in Pakistan on 30 August 2019.  

• Kashmir Solidarity Day continued to be observed annually on 5 February.  

• Public rallies, seminars, conferences and parliamentary discussions kept Kashmir 

prominent in Pakistan’s national discourse.  
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9. Pakistan raised Kashmir during major bilateral and multilateral diplomatic engagements  

Pakistan repeatedly raised Kashmir with:  

• China  

• Turkey  

• Malaysia  

• Saudi Arabia and other OIC states  

• European governments  

• the United States  

• Russia and other major powers.  

10. Pakistan attempted to use the China connection to strengthen international 

attention on Kashmir  

• China opposed India’s unilateral constitutional changes and supported discussion of 

Kashmir at the UN Security Council.  

• Pakistan therefore benefited from China's diplomatic weight in keeping the issue visible at 

the international level.  

11. Pakistan exposed the demographic and political implications of post-2019 Indian 

legislation  

Pakistan particularly criticized measures that it viewed as facilitating demographic 

transformation, including changes concerning:  

• domicile  

• land ownership •  electoral arrangements  

• settlement patterns.  

12. Critical evaluation shows that Pakistan successfully internationalized the 

humanitarian dimension but could not secure a negotiated settlement  

Pakistan’s measure  Major achievement  Limitation  

UN diplomacy  
Kept Kashmir 

internationally visible  
No binding settlement  

OIC diplomacy  
Maintained Muslimworld 

support  

Limited enforcement 

capacity  

Human-rights 

advocacy  

Increased international 

scrutiny  

India rejected external 

criticism  

Parliamentary 

diplomacy  

Built awareness among 

legislators  

Support varied among 

states  

Media diplomacy  
Globalized Kashmir 

narrative  

Competing geopolitical 

narratives  
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China diplomacy  
Preserved UNSC 

attention  

China’s support has 

strategic dimensions  

Public mobilization  
Sustained domestic 

pressure  

International impact 

remained limited  

13. Conclusion: Pakistan’s post-2019 Kashmir strategy successfully prevented the issue 

from disappearing internationally but requires sustained diplomacy for meaningful 

political outcomes  

Final analytical chain:  

5 August 2019 → Diplomatic response → UN/OIC engagement → Human-rights advocacy 

→ Parliamentary & media diplomacy → Internationalization of Kashmir → Continued 

pressure for Kashmiri self-determination  

  

Q. No. 3. Explain “Afghans-owned, 

Afghansled” solution of Afghanistan crisis.  

1. Introduction: An Afghan-owned and Afghan-led settlement places Afghanistan’s 

political future in the hands of Afghans rather than external powers  

• “Afghan-owned” means Afghan people and political stakeholders determine the country’s 

political future.  

• “Afghan-led” means the peace process is negotiated and implemented primarily by 

Afghan representatives rather than imposed by foreign powers.  

• Sustainable peace cannot be achieved through military intervention alone.  

2. The Afghan-owned and Afghan-led approach emerged from the failure of 

externally imposed solutions  

2.1 Four decades of conflict demonstrated the limits of military solutions  

Timeline:  

1979 Soviet invasion → Mujahideen resistance → 1989 Soviet withdrawal → Civil war 

→ Taliban rise → 2001 US intervention → Taliban insurgency → Peace negotiations • 

 Each phase demonstrated that external military intervention could alter Afghanistan’s 

political balance but could not permanently resolve its internal political contradictions.  

2.2 Afghanistan’s ethnic and political diversity requires an inclusive domestic settlement  

Major communities include:  
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• Pashtuns  

• Tajiks  

• Hazaras  

• Uzbeks  

• Turkmen and others.  

A sustainable political order must accommodate diverse ethnic, regional and political interests.  

3. The approach requires direct negotiations among Afghan stakeholders  

3.1 The Taliban must be incorporated into a negotiated political framework  

• Excluding a major armed political actor makes a peace agreement difficult to 

implement.  

• Dialogue provides a mechanism to transform armed competition into political 

competition.  

3.2 The Afghan government and opposition forces must participate in political 

negotiations • Kabul’s political institutions cannot be bypassed 

permanently.  

• Former political leaders, civil society and other stakeholders also need 

representation.  

4. The Doha process demonstrated the importance of negotiations rather than indefinite 

warfare  

29 February 2020 Doha Agreement  

US–Taliban negotiations → agreement on withdrawal framework → reduction of violence  

→ intra-Afghan dialogue → political settlement  

• The agreement created a framework for US troop withdrawal and negotiations.  

• However, a foreign withdrawal alone could not guarantee peace; the decisive stage 

remained an Afghan political settlement.  

5. An Afghan-owned settlement must establish an inclusive political system  

A sustainable settlement should address:  

• distribution of political power  

• constitutional arrangements  

• representation of different groups  

• elections or an agreed mechanism of political legitimacy •  protection of fundamental 

rights  
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• role of political opposition.  

6. The peace process must reconcile security concerns with political accommodation  

6.1 Taliban integration requires credible security arrangements  

• A ceasefire and reduction in violence are essential.  

• Armed groups must eventually be incorporated into a legitimate political and 

security framework.  

6.2 Afghan security institutions must retain national legitimacy • Afghanistan requires 

security institutions accepted by the Afghan population rather than institutions 

dependent entirely on foreign military support.  

7. Regional powers should facilitate rather than dictate Afghanistan’s political future  

Stakeholder  Constructive role  

Pakistan  Facilitate dialogue and border security  

China  Economic investment and regional diplomacy  

Russia  Political facilitation  

Iran  Border and regional stability  

Central Asian states  Connectivity and trade  

USA/NATO  Responsible military withdrawal and support for peace  

UN  Facilitation and humanitarian coordination  

8. Pakistan has a direct stake in an Afghan-owned settlement  

8.1 Peace in Afghanistan can reduce terrorism and cross-border militancy  

Afghan stability → reduced militant space → improved border security → greater 

Pakistani internal security  

8.2 Peace can facilitate refugee repatriation  

• Pakistan has hosted millions of Afghan refugees over decades.  

• A stable Afghanistan creates conditions for dignified and voluntary 

repatriation.  

8.3 Peace can unlock regional connectivity  

Afghanistan → Central Asia → Pakistan → Gwadar → Arabian Sea  

• Peace can strengthen Pakistan’s role as a trade and transit corridor.  

9. The Afghan peace process must prevent Afghanistan from again becoming a theatre 

of proxy competition  
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• Regional powers should avoid supporting competing militant factions.  

• Afghanistan should not become an arena for US-China, Russia-West, Iran-Saudi or 

IndiaPakistan strategic competition.  

10. The approach faces serious challenges that require an Afghan political compromise  

• Taliban-government mistrust  

• terrorism and ISIS-K  

• ethnic and political divisions  

• weak institutions  

• economic dependence  

• humanitarian concerns  

• disagreement over constitutional arrangements  

• competing regional interests.  

11. Conclusion: “Afghans-owned, Afghans-led” peace means transferring Afghanistan 

from a battlefield of external powers into a platform for Afghan political reconciliation  

Core formula:  

Afghan ownership + Afghan political dialogue + inclusive governance + ceasefire + regional 

facilitation − external interference = sustainable Afghan peace  

  

Q. No. 4. How CPEC Phase II will galvanize 

industrialization and employment in 

Pakistan?  

1. Introduction: CPEC Phase II can transform Pakistan from a connectivity corridor into an 

industrial and export-oriented economy  

• CPEC links Pakistan with China under the broader Belt and Road Initiative.  

• Phase I emphasized infrastructure, energy and connectivity.  

• Phase II focuses increasingly on Special Economic Zones, industrial cooperation, 

agriculture, technology, employment and export-oriented growth.  

2. CPEC Phase II can industrialize Pakistan by shifting investment from infrastructure 

towards productive sectors  

Phase I:  

Infrastructure + energy + roads  

↓  
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Phase II:  

SEZs + industry + agriculture + technology + exports  

↓  

Outcome:  

Industrialization + jobs + exports + productivity  

3. Special Economic Zones can attract investment and establish industrial clusters  

Potential industrial benefits include:  

• tax/investment incentives  

• industrial estates  

• improved infrastructure  

• Chinese investment •  technology transfer  

• supplier networks.  

Example: Rashakai, Allama Iqbal Industrial City, Dhabeji and other SEZ initiatives can create 

industrial clusters.  

4. CPEC can create employment through both direct and indirect channels  

Channel  Employment impact  

SEZs  Factory and industrial jobs  

Construction  Skilled and semi-skilled employment  

Logistics  Transport and warehousing  

Agriculture  Processing and value addition  

IT  Digital and technology jobs  

Energy  Technical employment  

SMEs  Supplier and subcontractor jobs  

5. CPEC can generate a multiplier effect beyond direct employment  

Chinese investment → factory → local suppliers → transport → services → SMEs → 

household income → consumption → further employment  

This means CPEC’s employment effect should not be measured only by the number of workers 

directly employed on Chinese projects.  

6. CPEC Phase II can promote technology transfer and improve Pakistan’s industrial 

productivity  

• Chinese firms can introduce: o modern machinery o manufacturing techniques o supply-

chain management o technical training o quality-control systems.  

• Pakistani firms can benefit through joint ventures and supplier relationships.  
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7. CPEC can strengthen Pakistan’s export capacity by reducing industrial bottlenecks  

Reliable energy + improved transport + SEZs + Gwadar connectivity → lower transaction 

costs → competitive production → exports Priority sectors can include:  

• textiles  

• engineering  

• minerals  

• pharmaceuticals  

• food processing •  automotive components •  IT and electronics.  

8. CPEC can transform Pakistan’s agriculture from raw production towards value-added 

agro-industry  

• Modern irrigation  

• mechanization  

• cold storage  

• food processing •  agricultural technology •  livestock development.  

Raw agricultural product → processing → packaging → branding → export 9. 

CPEC can integrate Pakistan’s less-developed regions into national industrial growth  

• Balochistan can benefit from Gwadar and mineral resources.  

• KP can benefit from connectivity and industrial zones.  

• Punjab and Sindh can strengthen manufacturing and agriculture-based industry.  

10. CPEC can make Gwadar an employment and logistics hub  

Gwadar Port → warehousing → logistics → fisheries → shipping → processing → services 

→ employment  

11. CPEC Phase II can strengthen Pakistan-China private-sector cooperation  

The second phase requires moving from government-to-government infrastructure cooperation 

toward:  

• business-to-business investment  

• joint ventures  

• private-sector partnerships  

• technology transfer  

• export-oriented production.  

12. CPEC’s industrial benefits depend on reforms inside Pakistan  
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Required reform  Why it matters  

Reliable electricity  Prevents production interruptions  

Tax simplification  Attracts investors  

Skills development  Provides employable labour  

Ease of doing business  Reduces investment barriers  

 Required reform  Why it matters  

Security  Protects investment  

Policy continuity  Builds investor confidence  

Export reforms  Converts production into foreign exchange  

13. Critical evaluation: CPEC cannot automatically create industrialization without 

domestic economic reforms  

• Pakistan must avoid becoming merely a consumer market for imported Chinese 

products.  

• SEZs must create local value addition.  

• Employment must move beyond temporary construction jobs.  

• Technology transfer must be institutionalized.  

• Local firms must be integrated into supply chains.  

14. Conclusion: CPEC Phase II can turn Pakistan’s geographic advantage into industrial 

competitiveness if connectivity is converted into production, exports and skills  

Connectivity → Industrial zones → Investment → Technology → Production → Exports →  

Employment → Economic transformation  

  

Q. No. 5. Discuss the significance of 

renewable energy resources for Pakistan.  

1. Introduction: Renewable energy can address Pakistan’s energy insecurity while 

reducing import dependence and environmental vulnerability  

Pakistan possesses substantial potential in:  

• solar  

• wind  

• hydropower  

• biomass  

• geothermal resources.  
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Renewables are therefore not merely an environmental option but an economic, strategic and 

energy-security necessity.  

2. Renewable energy can reduce Pakistan’s dependence on imported fossil fuels  

Imported oil/gas → foreign-exchange pressure → higher generation costs versus  

Domestic solar/wind/hydel → lower fuel-import dependence → improved energy security  

3. Solar energy is particularly significant because Pakistan possesses high solar irradiation  

• Large parts of Pakistan receive strong sunlight for much of the year.  

• Solar power can be deployed through:  

o utility-scale plants 

o  rooftop systems o 

 agricultural tube 

wells o  household 

systems o  off-grid 

rural solutions.  

4. Wind energy can diversify Pakistan’s electricity generation  

• The Gharo-Jhimpir wind corridor in Sindh provides a major example of Pakistan’s 

wind potential.  

• Wind complements solar and reduces dependence on thermal generation.  

5. Hydropower provides a domestic source of relatively low-carbon electricity  

Major projects include:  

• Tarbela  

• Mangla  

• Neelum-Jhelum  

• Dasu  

• Diamer-Bhasha.  

Hydropower can simultaneously contribute to:  

electricity + water management + energy security  

6. Renewable energy can help Pakistan address the circular debt problem over the long 

term  
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Imported fuel + volatile prices → expensive electricity → tariff pressure → financial stress 

Whereas renewable generation has:  

• no fuel-import requirement  

• relatively predictable operating costs  

• low marginal generation cost after installation.  

7. Renewable energy can electrify remote and underserved communities  

• Off-grid solar systems can provide electricity to remote villages.  

• Solar mini-grids can reduce dependence on expensive grid expansion.  

• Rural electrification can support:  

o education o 

 healthcare o 

 small businesses o 

 agriculture.  

8. Renewable energy can support Pakistan’s climate commitments  

Pakistan is highly vulnerable to:  

• floods  

• droughts  

• heatwaves  

• water stress  

• changing precipitation patterns.  

Renewables can reduce greenhouse-gas emissions from the power sector and support a cleaner 

energy transition.  

9. Renewable energy can create employment and new industries  

Renewable investment → manufacturing → installation → maintenance → technical 

training → green jobs  

Potential industries include:  

• solar-panel assembly  

• batteries  

• electrical equipment  

• wind components  

• engineering services.  

10. Renewable energy can improve Pakistan’s energy mix  
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Energy source  Strategic significance  

Solar  Distributed generation  

Wind  Diversification  

Hydel  Large-scale domestic generation  

Biomass  Agricultural waste utilization  

Nuclear  Baseload low-carbon generation  

11. Renewable energy can strengthen energy security but requires grid modernization  

Renewables expansion without transmission reform → curtailment/grid instability 

Therefore Pakistan needs:  

• modern transmission infrastructure  

• battery storage  

• smart grids  

• improved forecasting  

• flexible generation  

• efficient distribution companies.  

12. Pakistan must avoid replacing one energy dependency with another • Imported solar 

equipment can create another external dependency if local manufacturing is ignored.  

• A sustainable strategy should encourage domestic manufacturing, technology transfer 

and skills development.  

13. Conclusion: Renewable energy is a strategic necessity for Pakistan’s affordable, secure 

and climate-resilient energy future  

Domestic resources → energy security → lower import bill → cleaner environment → jobs  

→ sustainable growth  

  

Q. No. 6. How Pakistan should combat 5th 

generation war successfully?  

1. Introduction: Pakistan must fight fifth-generation warfare by strengthening societal 

resilience rather than treating every disagreement as hostile propaganda  

Fifth-generation warfare operates primarily through:  

• information  
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• narratives  

• cyber operations  

• social media  

• psychological manipulation  

• disinformation  

• economic and political pressure.  

Central argument: Pakistan needs a combination of cyber security, media literacy, 

institutional credibility, strategic communication and social cohesion.  

2. Pakistan must first recognize that information has become a strategic battlefield  

Traditional warfare:  

Territory → troops → weapons  

5th-generation warfare:  

Information → perception → polarization → institutions → political behaviour  

3. Pakistan must establish a robust national cyber-security architecture  

Measures should include:  

• protection of critical infrastructure  

• secure government databases  

• cyber incident-response mechanisms  

• protection of financial systems  

• cyber training for public institutions  

• stronger cooperation between government and private sector.  

4. Pakistan must build media literacy to prevent citizens from becoming instruments of 

disinformation  

Fake news → emotional reaction → polarization → social conflict  

Schools, universities and media organizations should teach citizens to:  

• verify sources  

• identify manipulated content  

• distinguish opinion from fact • recognize bot-driven campaigns  

• check original sources.  

5. Pakistan must develop credible strategic communication instead of relying only on 

reactive propaganda  

A successful state narrative requires:  
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Facts + transparency + timely communication + credible institutions  

• Government institutions should communicate quickly during crises.  

• Delayed official responses allow misinformation to fill the information vacuum.  

6. Pakistan must strengthen institutional credibility because domestic weaknesses make 

societies vulnerable to external manipulation  

• Political instability  

• corruption  

• poor governance  

• economic hardship  

• institutional mistrust can make populations more susceptible to hostile narratives.  

Domestic weakness → public frustration → exploitation by hostile information campaigns  

7. Pakistan must reduce political polarization because divided societies are easier to 

manipulate  

• Political opponents should not automatically be portrayed as enemies of the state.  

• Democratic disagreement must remain within constitutional boundaries.  

• Political tolerance strengthens national resilience.  

8. Pakistan must strengthen national cohesion by addressing genuine grievances  

Fifth-generation warfare becomes more effective when propaganda exploits real problems.  

Pakistan therefore needs:  

• equitable development  

• provincial inclusion  

• youth employment  

• minority protection  

• rule of law  

• responsive governance.  

9. Pakistan must strengthen cyber and information cooperation with international 

partners  

Potential cooperation should include:  

• intelligence sharing  

• cyber-threat detection  

• digital forensics  

• counter-disinformation mechanisms  
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• capacity-building.  

10. Pakistan must develop responsible social-media governance without destroying 

freedom of expression  

The state must distinguish between:  

Legitimate expression  Malicious information warfare  

Criticism  Coordinated foreign disinformation  

Political disagreement  Fake identities/bot networks  

Journalism  Deliberate fabricated information  

Peaceful dissent  Incitement to violence  

11. Pakistan must train a new generation of cyber and information-security professionals  

Universities should expand:  

• cybersecurity  

• AI  

• digital forensics  

• data science  

• information warfare studies  

• strategic communication.  

12. Pakistan must make economic and diplomatic resilience part of its fifth-generation 

warfare strategy  

Economic vulnerability → external pressure → domestic dissatisfaction → narrative 

exploitation  

Therefore:  

• economic stability  

• diversified foreign relations  

• energy security  

• stronger exports also strengthen national security.  

13. Critical evaluation: Pakistan cannot defeat fifth-generation warfare through 

censorship alone • Excessive censorship may increase distrust.  

• The strongest defence against hostile narratives is a population that trusts 

institutions and can independently evaluate information.  

14. Conclusion: Pakistan can defeat fifth-generation warfare by making truth, institutional 

credibility and social cohesion its strategic defence  
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Cyber security + media literacy + credible communication + political tolerance + economic 

resilience + national cohesion = 5GW resilience  

  

Q. No. 7. “Political Stability is mandatory for 

economic prosperity in Pakistan.” Elaborate.  

1. Introduction: Political stability creates the predictable environment necessary for 

investment, policy continuity and sustainable economic growth  

Political stability → policy certainty → investment → production → employment → 

revenue → economic prosperity  

Pakistan’s economic difficulties therefore cannot be examined independently of its political 

instability.  

2. Political instability discourages both domestic and foreign investment  

Investors require:  

• policy predictability  

• security  

• stable taxation  

• contractual certainty •  institutional continuity.  

Political uncertainty → investment postponement → capital flight → lower economic 

activity  

3. Frequent changes in governments and policies undermine long-term economic 

planning  

• Large infrastructure and industrial projects require years to mature.  

• Frequent policy reversals discourage investors and increase uncertainty.  

• Economic reforms become politically vulnerable.  

4. Political instability increases pressure on Pakistan’s fiscal position  

Instability can encourage:  

• short-term populist spending  

• untargeted subsidies  

• delayed reforms  

• borrowing •  weak tax reform.  
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Fiscal weakness → debt accumulation → reduced development spending  

5. Stable political institutions strengthen investor confidence in Pakistan  

Stable parliament + predictable legislation + independent regulators + rule of law → 

investor confidence  

Economic prosperity requires institutions rather than dependence on individual political 

personalities.  

6. Political stability is essential for consistent IMF and structural-reform programmes 

Pakistan has repeatedly depended on external financing and stabilization programmes.  

Reforms involving:  

• taxation  

• energy tariffs  

• privatization  

• SOE restructuring •  subsidies require political consensus because they often create 

short-term political costs.  

7. Political stability can improve Pakistan’s ability to attract FDI  

Stable countries can provide:  

• predictable regulations  

• secure investment  

• long-term contracts  

• reliable dispute resolution.  

Political stability → FDI → technology transfer → employment → exports  

8. Economic instability itself can become a source of political instability  

Inflation → declining purchasing power → public dissatisfaction → protests → political 

pressure → policy uncertainty This creates a vicious cycle.  

9. Pakistan’s energy crisis demonstrates the economic cost of weak political continuity  

• Energy policies have changed across governments.  

• Circular debt, transmission losses and tariff issues require long-term reforms.  

• Short-term political considerations can delay difficult structural decisions.  

10. Political stability is particularly important for CPEC and other long-term investments  



 

   Address: 2-A, Shahrah Aiwan-e-Sanat-o-Tijarat, G.O.R.-I, Lahore, Pakistan    Phone: 0325-0179777 

Email: commonsexamination@gmail.com   

CPEC requires:  

• security  

• policy continuity  

• industrial planning  

• investor confidence  

• stable taxation  

• inter-governmental coordination.  

11. Political stability strengthens Pakistan’s export-oriented economic strategy  

Long-term export competitiveness requires consistent:  

• industrial policy  

• trade policy  

• energy policy  

• skills development  

• taxation  

• exchange-rate management.  

12. However, political stability must mean constitutional and democratic stability rather 

than absence of political disagreement Important critical distinction:  

Political stability ≠ authoritarian silence Political 

stability =  

constitutional continuity + peaceful transfer of power + institutional predictability + 

political tolerance + rule of law  

13. Pakistan needs a national economic charter to reduce the political cost of long-term 

reforms  

A cross-party consensus should cover:  

• taxation  

• energy  

• exports  

• privatization/SOE reform  

• human capital  

• agriculture  

• industrial policy  

• debt management.  
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14. Conclusion: Pakistan’s economic prosperity requires a stable political framework in 

which governments may change but economic institutions and long-term policies remain 

consistent  

Political stability → policy continuity → investment → industrialization → employment → 

exports → sustainable economic prosperity  

  

Q. No. 8. Critically evaluate the evolution of 

Muslim Separate identity in the 

Subcontinent.  

1. Introduction: Muslim separate identity evolved gradually from religious distinctiveness 

into a political consciousness that ultimately demanded a separate homeland  

The evolution was not a sudden development in 1940. It passed through religious, cultural, 

intellectual, political and constitutional stages.  

2. Islam provided the foundational basis of a distinct Muslim social and cultural identity  

 •  Islam created a distinctive:  

o  religious 

worldview o  legal 

tradition o  social 

organization o 

 cultural identity o 

 moral framework.  

•  Muslims therefore maintained a collective identity even while living within a religiously 

diverse society.  

3. Muslim identity was strengthened by the emergence of distinct political institutions 

under Muslim rule  

Delhi Sultanate → Mughal Empire → Muslim political institutions  

• Centuries of Muslim political rule contributed to the development of a distinct historical 

consciousness.  

• However, this did not initially mean modern Muslim nationalism.  

4. The decline of Muslim political power created a new concern about Muslim political 

and cultural survival  
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Decline of Mughal power → British expansion → loss of Muslim political authority → 

Muslim insecurity  

• The War of Independence 1857 became an important turning point.  

• Muslims subsequently faced political, educational and economic challenges.  

5. Sir Syed Ahmad Khan transformed Muslim identity into a modern educational and 

political consciousness  

5.1 Sir Syed emphasized modern education as the foundation of Muslim advancement  

• Establishment of the Muhammadan Anglo-Oriental College in 1875.  

• It later developed into Aligarh Muslim University.  

5.2 Sir Syed increasingly emphasized political differences between Muslims and 

Congressoriented majoritarian politics • His political thought contributed to the 

emergence of Muslim political consciousness.  

• However, his position evolved over time and should not be simplistically 

equated with the later demand for Pakistan.  

6. The Hindi-Urdu controversy demonstrated that cultural questions could become 

political questions  

Hindi-Urdu controversy, 1867 → cultural insecurity → political consciousness • 

 Language became an important symbol of separate cultural identity.  

•  It showed that religious communities could possess different cultural and political 

interests.  

7. The formation of the All-India Muslim League converted Muslim consciousness into 

organized political representation Formation of Muslim League — 1906  

Its objectives included:  

• safeguarding Muslim political rights  

• promoting Muslim interests  

• maintaining constitutional representation.  

8. Separate electorates institutionalized the political recognition of Muslims as a distinct 

community • Morley-Minto Reforms 1909 introduced separate electorates for 

Muslims.  
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•  This strengthened the constitutional recognition of Muslims as a distinct political 

community.  

9. The Lucknow Pact demonstrated that Muslim political identity could coexist with 

constitutional cooperation  

Lucknow Pact 1916 •  Congress and Muslim League reached an agreement on 

constitutional reforms.  

•  It demonstrated that Muslim identity did not automatically mean permanent political 

confrontation.  

10. The Nehru Report and Jinnah’s Fourteen Points widened the constitutional divide  

Nehru Report 1928 → Muslim concerns → Jinnah’s Fourteen Points 1929 Jinnah 

demanded safeguards including:  

• federal structure  

• provincial autonomy  

• adequate Muslim representation  

• protection of Muslim political interests.  

11. Allama Iqbal transformed Muslim political consciousness through the idea of a 

consolidated Muslim-majority political unit  

Allahabad Address — 1930  

• Iqbal envisioned consolidation of Muslim-majority regions in north-western India.  

• His contribution was primarily intellectual and political rather than a fully detailed 

blueprint for Pakistan.  

12. The Government of India Act 1935 and Congress ministries intensified Muslim political 

concerns  

1937 elections → Congress ministries → Muslim League mobilization  

The period from 1937–39 became significant because the Muslim League presented Congress 

rule as evidence that Muslim political safeguards were inadequate under a majoritarian system.  

13. The Lahore Resolution transformed the demand for safeguards into a demand for 

separate political arrangements  

Lahore Resolution — 23 March 1940  
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• It demanded that Muslim-majority areas in the north-western and eastern zones be 

grouped into “independent states” with autonomous and sovereign constituent units.  

• The resolution became the central political milestone leading toward Pakistan.  

14. The Two-Nation Theory provided the ideological justification for Muslim political 

separation  

Religious identity → cultural identity → political identity → constitutional safeguards → 

separate political destiny  

The argument increasingly became that Muslims were not merely a minority but a distinct 

nation with their own historical, cultural and political identity.  

15. Jinnah transformed Muslim separate identity into a successful mass political 

movement  

15.1 Jinnah shifted the Muslim League from elite constitutional politics towards 

mass mobilization  

• Muslim League expanded its organizational reach.  

• The Pakistan demand increasingly became a popular political slogan.  

15.2 The 1945–46 elections demonstrated substantial Muslim League support in 

Muslim constituencies  

• The elections strengthened Jinnah’s claim to represent Muslim political 

interests.  

• The political contest increasingly became a question of the constitutional 

future of India.  

16. The Cabinet Mission Plan revealed that partition was not initially the only possible 

constitutional outcome  

• The Cabinet Mission Plan 1946 proposed a federal arrangement with provincial 

groupings.  

• Its failure demonstrated the depth of Congress-League disagreement over power-sharing 

and constitutional authority.  

17. The creation of Pakistan in 1947 represented the culmination of an evolutionary 

political process  

Islamic identity → cultural consciousness → educational awakening → political safeguards  

→ Muslim nationalism → Lahore Resolution → mass mobilization → Pakistan  

18. Critical evaluation shows that Muslim separate identity was neither purely religious 

nor purely political  
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Contribution to separate  

Stage  Major development  identity  

Mughal/earlier 

period  
Islamic civilization  

Religious-cultural 

foundations  

1857  
Collapse of old  

Political insecurity  

political order  

Contribution to separate  

Stage  Major development  identity  

1867  
Hindi-Urdu 

controversy  
Cultural consciousness  

1875  Aligarh movement  Educational awakening  

1906  Muslim League  Organized political identity  

1909  Separate electorates  Constitutional recognition  

1929  Fourteen Points  Political safeguards  

1930  Allahabad Address  Intellectual articulation  

1937–39  Congress ministries  
Intensified Muslim League 

mobilization  

1940  Lahore Resolution  Separate political demand  

1945–46  Elections  Mass political legitimacy  

1947  Pakistan  Territorial realization  

19. Conclusion: Muslim separate identity evolved from a civilizational and religious 

consciousness into a modern political nationalism through successive historical 

experiences  

Best concluding argument:  

The Pakistan Movement was therefore neither an overnight reaction nor the product of a single 

leader; it represented the cumulative evolution of Muslim religious consciousness, cultural 

distinctiveness, political insecurity, constitutional negotiations and ultimately the demand for 

sovereign political self-determination.  

  


